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ABSTRACT

This research examines Ibn Abbas’s approach to using poetry as evidence and the impact of
this linguistic approach on Qur’anic exegesis, and on the argumentation in Arabic linguistic
theory as discernible in phonetic, morphological, and syntactic analysis, as well as in semantic
and lexical research, both ancient and modern, where poetic citation represents the core axis in
the argumentation process. The problem of the study is to unveil Ibn Abbas’ pioneering approach
in utilizing poetry for evidence in all facets of linguistic inference, as well as to trace the impact
of this approach on linguistic studies and exegesis of the Holy Qur’an. The significance of the
study lies in demonstrating the role of poetic citation in the process of linguistic inference in
accordance with the approach delineated by Ibn Abbas, which relates to the basic principles of
the Arabic argumentation theory on one hand, and to the vitality of the realistic usage of language
as evinced by its early users. Hence, the study adopts a descriptive analytical methodology. It
relies only on Ibn Abbas’s approach to poetry as evidence in the interpretation of the Qur’an, as
shown in his answers to what is known as "Nafi’ Ibn al-Azraq’s questions." Also, it examines the
impact of this approach upon the interpreters of the Qur’an, lexicon and morpho-syntax scholars,
as well as upon linguistic analysis in general from its beginnings to the present day; along with
appropriate examples for each. The study draws several conclusions, most important of which is
Ibn Abbas’s foundational role in utilizing poetic inference; now an established approach in
lexicography; in addition to his precedence in eliciting and codifying Arabic grammar.
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