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Abstract

The dilapidation of Muslims’ state of affairs and the Indian persecution of
Muslims pushed Igbal to pay more attention to the advancement of civilization. He
advocated emending the methodology of civilizational rejuvenation and the
reconstruction of religious thought through self-realization first and the necessity of
stimulating religious thinking within Islam by drawing on the intellectual prosperity
attained in Europe, while warning against the attractive materialism of Western culture
and the anti-religious tendencies among mislead Muslims. Igbal defines religious
civilization by three dimensions: God, the universe, and man; dimensions that outline
the scope and objectives of that civilization. They also act as standards for the
comparison between the Islamic vision on one side and Western visions on the other;
between civilization and technology; between man’s place and characteristics within
these two different visions in order to know man’s civilizational mission and its nature.
There is also the position of Earth. Man in the Western vision is confined by Adam’s
disobedience and his existence is the subject of forgiveness. Howbeit, in the Islamic
vision, earth is a space for a civilizational effectiveness that elevates man so as to
attain paradise. Furthermore, there is a difference between the “collective self” of the
nation, Ummah, and the sense of belonging to a national state. The former is a unifying
bond of the nation that keeps the factors of progression inherent in it, and has its
impact on the pattern and topographies of the civilization structure.
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